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Washington, DE 20515-2301
May 26, 2005

Dear Friends:

Greetings and good evening. Unfortunately, | am in Washington this evening and unable to join you for the Lewis &
Clark 15™ Annual Membership Banquet.

As work on the pipeline continues to progress, we in Congress and doing all we can to ensure this important project
receives the taxpayer dollars it needs to move forward. Recently, we learned this year’s initial appropriation for
Lewis & Clark fell short at just $7.5 million. However, just last week, I drafted a letter and personally spoke with
U.S. Rep. Dave Hobson, Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development, urging
inclusion of additional resources for the project. I am very appreciative of the effort put in by my colleagues
Stephanie Herseth and Steve King. They have been strong advocates for this project in Congress. Chairman Hobson
subsequently added an additional $7.5 million for the Lewis & Clark Project - providing a total of $15 million for the
Lewis & Clark Rural Water System for FY2006.

As many of you may remember, | brought Chairman Hobson to Sioux Falls last May to discuss the Lewis and Clark
project. He was very impressed with the collaborative effort of the Minnesotans, South Dakotans and lowans who
will benefit from this project. He said that, while he could not make any promises, this project is worthwhile and will
get serious attention during the appropriations process. In a very tight budget cycle, we were pleased Chairman
Hobson responded to our request for additional taxpayer dollars.

For a project as important as Lewis & Clark, the rewards far outweigh the costs. In supplying drinking water to
200,000 residents in 22 communities and water districts in Minnesota, South Dakota and lowa, this project is not
only necessary, but it is critical to the economic development of the entire region.

As I've said many times before, safe drinking water is a necessity — not a luxury. It’s been proven time and time
again this project protects the environment at an affordable cost to users - not only for our citizens, but also for the
industries in our communities.

I congratulate Troy Larson and the rest of the Lewis & Clark team for continuing to make such impressive strides
and working for the continued bi-partisan, multi-state support for this important project.

Thank you for inviting me to attend this year’s annual banquet. Again, I regret | am unable to be with you this
evening, but I greatly look forward to visiting with you to discuss Lewis & Clark and other important issues
impacting our neighborhoods and communities as we forge ahead.

Best wishes,
L]
Gil Gutknecht
Member of Congress
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